“ONQUEROR.”

LKED-OF PAINTING OF THE SALONS OF 1899.

| past elght days In complling a pun. (Laughter.)
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Humorist at the English Aa-
thors’ Club, Which Made
Even the Solemn
Britishers Laugh.

N OT gince the memorable tour of the world by General Grant has anp

American citizen had sueh o triwnphant celeonie abroad. as” Mork

Licain (Samuel L. Clemens), Amervica’s greatest living umorist. He
has been grected in Franee, Switzerlund, Germany and England almost like @
erowned head.  Public and privete recoptions and banguets lave been given Kim
wherever he has gone.

While din Vienna a few wecks ago the Emperor Francis Jaseph szent for Bin
and honored him acith a private interview, Mr. Clemensz laboriously wrate on
a solemn speech dn German and carofully committed it to memory.  Buf T be
came g0 embarrassed upon entering the study of the Emperor that ke chfirel
forgot it. His Majesty waited a for moments for his visitor fo speik, am
then toas highly amused when Mr. Clpmens finally roke into good Conneclicut
Euglish and twld. the Empeéror the story of his forgotten speeoch.

Tica weeks ago the Authors’ Club in London awelcomed Mork Twain's are
rival in England by a banquet. Sir Walter Besant, i proposing the Eealth
of Mark Twain, made a witty speech, and in réply to the toast Mr. Clemens suid:

MARK TWAIN'S SPEECH.

T DOES not emharrass ms tn hear my books praised so much. It onlg

,. pleases and delights me. (Laughter,)

I have not gone béyond the age when embarrassment s possibie,
but I have reached the age where I know how to conceal it,
(Chears.)

It Is such a satisfaction to me to hear Sir Walter
Hesant, who I8 much more capable than I to judge of my
work, deliver a judement which ig such a contentment 1o
my spirit. (Laughter.) :

Well, I have thought well of the books myself, but' T
think more of them now. (Laughter and cheers)

“Pralse plonsss and Similar judgment, and T shall treasure hifs remavics alko.
dellghts  me.™ . I shall hot discount these pralses in. any possible WAy,
‘When I report them to my family tliey shall lose nothing. (Lotd lsughter)

There are, however, certain heredities which come down to us which our
writings at the present. day may be traced to. I, for instante, vead the Wal
pole letters when I wasa bow, I abeorbed them, gathered in Lhdr grace, wit =

and hurhor and put them away to be used by and hy. One
does that so uncomsclously with thihgs one really llkes,

I am reminded now of what use those letters hava
been to me.

They must not clalm eredit In America for whal was
really written in another form so long ago. They must
only claim that I only trimmed this, that and the other
and go changed thelr appearance so #8 % make them
seem to be originall  You npw se= what modesty [ -
have In stock. But It has taken long practice to geb it < “makt ‘wat stand
there, (Laughter.) nere talking”

But'T must not stand here talking. T mersly meant to get up and give my
thanks for the pleasant things that preceding spsakers have szid of me.

I"wish also to extend my thanks to the Authors' Club! for m:utl‘uﬂng&m’ a

member, ata reasonable price per year, #nd for glving me the benefit of yi:lur 4

legal adviser,

I believe you keep a mwyer T have always kept a lawyer, too (!_ai!x,ﬂtm'}'.,

though I have never made anything out of him.

It is service to an author to have a lawyer. There {8 something sc*
agreeable in having a personal contact with o publisher. (Loud Jaughter)
' 80 it 18 better to work through & lewyer—and Jose ¥
case, T understand tha! the publishers have hesn mest
together also, like us. 1 doo't know what for, but pa
bHly they are devising pew and myslerious ways for
munerating authors. (“Oh, oh!™ u_ml Luuxlrterd)

1 only wish now to thank you fc-r electing, me ama

thank you a&gain for the pleasant thlngs you have mil
of me.

“May they .rmt be, Last February, when Rudyard Kipliig was i1l in

severed fn Twall" America, the sympathy which was poursd out to liilli’wﬂ
genuing and sinpere (cheers), and I belleve that which cost Kipling 80 mqh

TWAIN'S
- LATEST.

The Speech of America’s Greatest

It charms me also to hear 8ir Speneer Walpols deliver i

ber of this club—I belleve T have pakl my dues—and to

will bring England and America closer together. {Renewed choerl.)

I have been proud and pleased o sea this growing affection and W"b1
tween the twn countries; 1 hope it will continue to ETOW, and, please M
will continue to grow. (Cheers.)

I trust we authors will leave fo posterity, if we have nothing else to hq&
a friendship between England and America that will count : : Y 2
for much. (Cheers) .&‘

I will now confess that T have been engaged for the

I have brought it here to lay at your feet. I do not
ask }'oﬁr indulgence In presenting It, but for your ap-
plause. (Uproarious laughter,)

Here it is:

“Sinee England and Amerlea have been joined togsther
in Kipling, may they not ba severed In Twain.” (Laughter T ank for wﬁ .’
and long cheers.) planse."™
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FOUND THE OLDEST STATUE KNOWN."

Pnomsnn FLINDBRS-PETRIE, the indefatigable Egyptian archaeologist - ne

nounces inia new volume published by Quaritch, of Tondon, the discovery of ¢

vory nnclent statue, the oldest statve in the world, and other relos of pre-ifatoric
Bgept, which enrry thie hlstory of that eounry back at least flve t_hon!lnd FEHIN m
Christ,

Dusing last year Professor Petrie and his asslstant, Profeskor Quibell, had bhes
eondijcting excavatlong under the auspices of the Egyptlan Reésearch Abcoust!in th
cemetpry of El Kab, They epeucd here scme of the carllest tombs ever dlleamvd.l
Egypt. (-3

It was ip one of these small, bricked-np chambers thnt & remarkable statue of Nefe
shem-em was discovenel. In this we kave the very ‘oldest statee knowy m.m‘h L}
at lenst seven thonsaud yenrs ol The most wnclent stitue discoverod wp to this thom
18 one Ih wood. suappus 1! w he that of the Mayor of an Egyptinn village of the fourt]
dynasty (abouy I6K B, C.), and two sgatues of Haboep, the bigh priest O‘E’m .I.Iq‘l
wife, bolonging 1o the sithe period.

Qf gll i plles foun? ni Bl Kab, the sindsfone gtatie of hftﬂ‘-ghem ﬁ*y L
the most interesting, especially whens considered In cpmuection wlﬂl the mw

ents and ride pottery of that thwe, L gives ug o glimpse Inte the eondit : ﬁ
or these strange origingl ihhabitents of BEaypt before they had mi(lhﬂdt
lowest level of civiiingtion. They dig not even know epough po divige “t ﬂm ,t
tor’s sheel, one of the first inventions of adqvancing mouking They wore iﬂw o
civiliged than other Afrcnns, who lived in tlie forest and relled opon Bunthig sl
as 0 ments of subsistence, Beontse they had begun to culilvate the soll. Ia the
of Nefershem-em|  ewprobably bive one of the gieal lenders of this p
penple, under whose guldubee they were iking thelr way upawrd townnd thilt
tion whicl lhf mmun&.ﬁu‘m w’lhelnruuauotmlmu
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